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WILMINGTON,

s S’ow tb;t_the confergnce between our commissioners
eud the President and Sesretary of State of the United
“iates is over and has resulted in effecting nothing di-
rzctly towards peace, it may not be out of plaee to see |
shether it may oot have effacted something indirpetiy. |
1t is perfectly evident that from the first announce-
weat that a conference was to take place until the con-
enes had taken place, no other subjeet occupied any-
thipg like the same prominent place im the public mind
of the United Statea, aa well ag of -the Confederacy.—
prople reasoned with themselves that the chances ware
largely opposed to any prebability of peace from this
wovement, but all that woald not and could not pre-
gont their minds from dwelling upon that ove engross—
ing topic. 1I we are anxious for peace, 80 are the
Northern people. 1T we are disappointed by the fail-
ire of this atigmpt at negotiation, so, o doubt, are
they. We will venture to say thal the matter was
iiscus=ed, canvaesed, wished for in every eircle in Phil-
adelphia, Boaton or New York, just about as earnestly
.nd ue apxiously as it was in Confederate sircles in
Richmord, Wilmington, Charleaton or Mobile.

The minds of the people of both eountries bave been
srued towards pezoe, and they will no # return to war
with leas alucrity and less relish. Conscription vr tie
Jratr will be less popular than ever, aud will be vndar-
i with less patirncd, and we bave.no doubt but this
decay of pativnce will be felt even more stroogly at Lhe
~North thag ot the South, although for a time it will be
¢lt in both couutries. .

I'bere wi'l be fresh demonstrations by party leaders
¢ the North, iu the hope and with the view of getting
y another war luror, and some of those Democrats or
t'opperkeads who bave #0 fir, for their own parly pur-
poss, il cled great devotion to Btates Rights aud
(enslitational gnarantees, will now suddeuly expericuce
. chupge, and [ind themselves couverted to the war
. subjugation poliey; but that will not remove from

¢ public miud that arxions longing for peace to which |

v lnte movemests have given Yice.

v very much that the enemy has sucoseded in
driking the line of the South Uaroliva Railroad at
ranchyille Br at some poiut west of Braoohville.

| he upportance of this eveut can bardiy be over.
simated, eapecislly now thas the port of ‘Wilmington |

3 vlosed by the capture of Fort Fisher, and no more
supplies for Gdencral Lee's armny can be brought in
through the blockade. :

'he great impertance of tke South Carolina Rail-
! weat of Branchville arisx from the fact that it is
tw ouly road comoecting Virgiola and the Carolinas
with Georgin, Alabama, Florida and Mississippi. We
) nol see bow any supplies can be brought from the
Sonthwest for Lee's army, aod we don’t know whether
\ irginia and North Carolian can feed that armyand

wport their owrr popuiation. This is a most import-

question involving neither more nor less than our
contivued ability to bold Richmond and Petersburg,
for we sappose it i3 nO news to apy oue to be informed
apecnlations have been indulged io as 10 the pos-

ity of General Loe, in a cértain eontingency falling
upon ‘Teoneszec. That contingency bas not yet

ls its occurrence regarded as very probable
¢t immicent, but by no means impossible.
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| s qaeation of the ewployment of colored troops
r armiies is tast loomiug up into importance, and
romiges 80 10 engross the attention of the whole

s o very delicate quesiion, and requires to be ban-
cautiouzly and thoughtfully. Few of us can take
ite ultimale consequencez at ome glancs. We
un scq that it involves a sacrificz, but conesidered as
. mere guestion of property, not a greater sacrifica
han we are willing to make for independence. Bat it
not & mere question of property. Itis a soeial ques-
tlor. 1t implies u weeial revolution, the eonsequences
ol which we ocan but dimly foreeee. And evep then, if
v|lling tc take the risk of this revolution we must
pause jo ask ourselves the question as to whether
gaerifice we are called upon to make will
tend to farther the object we have in view—the
atiaiament of our independence. Can we wvép-
tire on the measure with safety. Ilave we any as-
surance that ovr new allies would respond to the
¢all mrde upon them ! Would they fight for us?—
Weuld they be faithful to the Coufederate banner with
senuty rations and tattered shoes, while the enemy of-
fered them full belliss mnd whole elothes? What in-
jucements conld we hold out to insure the fidelity of-
vgro soldiers * At apy rate what néew inducement?
let my reficet upon all these things. Let us analyze
them lairly and fully, Weking them straight in the face
ud not deceiving ourselves in any way. We must do
I'be iesuc is upon us, and w:li no! b3 dodged.—
Upon ite propér solution the most momentous eonse-
troes may glend.
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W e ratber think that neither Francis I’. Blair, *‘ nor

v other man,” no matter how white his bair or pa-

izrebal bis appearance will be able agaia to fool our
people at Richmond by plaueible talk about peace,
without autbority or the shadow of autbority or even
werraat 1o apy request made by Linooln, if the latter is
SBarely we may quote the old Latin
proverb, Montes parturiunt, ef nasciur rideculus mus
'he moantains weore in labor and brought forth a con-
temptible By the woy, the last two words
hardly need trapslating. They do very well as they are,
for sure enongh this mountain bas brought forth a ri-
licalous muss.

B! ¢ox the whele we must think it better that the qoes-
lion of peace negotiations was disposed of so prompily.
tiotter that there should be no delay or doubt about it
isp  that Mesers. Stephens, Hunter and Campball
hould buve been carried to Washington and amased
there, while the people were Lept in suspense, sud their
atlention distracted from the inevitgble necessity of the |
hour. It appears to us that Sewara was E.Bllllllll’
runk, or anusoally incautious in putting se speedy an
nd to the laree, as well ag in bis admission of the prob-
abllity of foreign complieations likely to arise after the
"rebellion ™ ie “ erushed out.”” There is either a great

deal of eonflience or a great deal of bravado in the
whole siluir, and which it is we are. unable to say.—
soward is as'ute, but not always as diplomatie or as
eaulious ar he might be.

t ¢ believed
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¥ & find uQthing in the Charleston or Uolumbia pa—
pers  calculated to throw apy additioual light upon
Sherman’s movements. We hayve no Augusts papers
wLieh would seem to add coufirmation to the report of
Ui¢ cnemy having stroch the South Carolina Railroad
“elween Dranchville and Augusts. '

W& flod the following startling item from the sea-
chast of our cwn §tage in yesterday’s Goldsboro’ Jour-

i —

From onr Kinston Oorrespondence.
KinsTox, Feb. 8.

>

Xdilor Stale Jowurnal -

The news from below i startliog, A gentleman who ar-

fived here at daylight reports that the enemy have lsnded
£ .T:)[; }Tgﬂ’.:h";’“‘h; ad I:m{h' with five logolotinl and
FORG car olem ¥y thirt | e

BYW4 woemn Collabie. y miles of track, ‘The
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s b

ton Jomrnal.

———— T ——

VOL.2L.

Ag a general rule-our negroes prove faithfal, and will
probably eontinue to do se, 80 long as the ecemy puts
them in the army and we do not, Io this dificrence we
have our main guarantee for their fidelity. Remove
this guarantee and what other have we 7 -

We may say—we may fsel—yea, we may know that
we are truer friends of the colored race than the ene-
my, bat that knowledgs or belief on our part is not all
that is nceded. ‘T'be colored rase must share that im-
pression—maust be led to lfeel that this is their couotry,
and that they bave an interest in fighting for it. Can
we feel any assurance of this. We offer them freed 'm
after the war as the reward of their services ia the
war. The enemy offers it immediately to nll. 1o any
oase the boon is a doubtful one, but by offering it .as a
reward—ad inducement for service—we virtually ad-

mit that it ¢s a boon, and the negroce will be led to so |
Will they be dispos.d to take it from ug |

consider it.

a8 a contingency ¢fter the war, or from the Yonkees at |

once? It is true, oncs in the bands of the euemy, Lhey 1

will find what sort of frecdom they will get from them,
bat then, it will be too fate.

It in true that with freedom, we may offer the ncgro
the priviledge of a contivued residence in the couulry
and wpon the svil of his birth, with the chmate il
suits big temperement und eoustitation, but will not ihe

Yankees promise the Same and more by way of an off-
gat to any inducements we may hold out to secuse the
fidelity of the pegro? It will cost the Yankee govern
mont nothing to promise lands aud other corfiscuted
property of Southern people, and it ie probable that the
negrocs will be fools enough to believe them.
Desertions are now the bane of our armies snd
threaten to work the rwin of our country. Decerters
are not simply guiity of sins of omission by being ab-
sent from the ranks that defund the country; bat they
are almost always goilty of sins of commisgion in pre-
ventiog cultivation and committiug acts of robbery and
destruction, aud men c¢anuot be spured to repress these
oulrages and compel the return of these men to their
commands. How muck will the list®of desertions be
swelled if two bandred thousand reluetant pegroes are
to pe armed and placed iu the ravks to contribute their
quota? Isit not to be feared that cvory swamp will
be a lair—a lurking place of deserters of every hue?
W hat safety will there be for property '—what chaunce
for cultivation when the most able-bodied laborers are

| taken away from the ravks of the producers to whom

they will be linble to become a terror.

We do nnt include in our calcalation the mere ques-
tion of property as property. Where the lives of the
best and bravest are daily and bourly exposed,” ga cu
net see what extra sanctity can hedge inany mere (aes-
tion of property.
practicability of the scheme—the probability of its
suceess, and the consequencea likely to tiow from or to
accompany it. We confess that there may bs cobsid.
erations that we bave overlovked, or w¢ may bave at-
tached undpe weight to the untavorable aspceis of the
question, but however that may be, candor compes v
to say that our reflestions bava not ag yet had_ the ef
fect of commending the measure to our judgment.—
The more wa look at the thiog, the more strongly does
our mind revert to its first conclusion. The fidelity o)
the negro is secared to as by not putting bim in the
army, while the enemy does. The carrying out of tfe
measure of armiog our negrces would, we fear, result
in & speedy crop of deserters of the most daogerous
clags,

We koow that others whose opinions carry much
weight, entertain different views, and we submit the
congiderations above cflered with all due hamility.—
They may be mistaken, still they are our views—not
the resalt of prejudice, but of refleetion, and are given
for what they may bs worth.

W= do not think that even the fact that Sherman
or some of his forces bas reached the Bouth Carolina
Railroad necessarily implies a stoppage of communica-
tion between the Carolinas and the South West. Itis
true there will be a short gap, but not as long a3 most
people imagine, and the new route will be an iaterior
and much safer route than the present, not dependent
even upon the possession by us of the city of Augusta,
although of ceursé t! at would be important from other
consideraticns.

We need pot indicate this route, although indeed we
cannot suppose that by doing so we would be giving
apy information to the enemy. Aua ipspection of the

gia and nupper South Carolina where branches

one from the Georgia Road and the other from the

south Carolina Railroad approach each other much

more pearly thar the Railroad systems o! the two

Btates approach eagh other at Uclumbia and Auguata.

The distance from Columbia to Awugusta is probably

about seventy-five miles. The distance between the

noints referred to would not probably ba much more

¢han half that length. Of course, with moveable

columns and an enterprising and powerfal enemy like

Sherman, no line is neoaasarily safa because of its loea- !
tio#, but the line of which we have been speaking is |
about as sale as any line can be, and as capable of de-

fonce. With an efficient wagon train the trapsporta-

tion on the short gap could be maintained quite as ef-

fectually as it is over the unfortanate Piedmont Road

in this State.

But without a safficient force of determined men, it
is next to useless to talk about holding any line or any
point.. If this force can be mustered and rallied to the
repulee of Sherman and the checking of his ocareer, it
will do very much towards encouriging the people ev-
erywhere throughout the Uonlederacy—nor will ifs
effect be lees marked or less valoable at the North.—
It will dispel the vain delusions -of conquest and sub-
jugation, under which the people there so generally
labor.

Jomxsox's CoxyoN EcnooL ARITHMETIC,
* N. ., Braxsox P. Fanrar, 18064.
This book is designed for beginners, embracing the
first principles of the science. It has 154 small octavo
pages, fairly got up and firmly bound, and is sold at
84 50. [Itseems to us well calculated to answer the
puarpcse for which it is designed.

Raleigh,

Nzivuer Lincolo nor Seward would copsent Lo nego-
tiate, but we feel pretty certain that ‘they offered to
treat, for both of them like a little oid rye.

I7 seems to us that the weather last night was guite
cold. Don’t know when we felt it colder. Fire did
not seem to have any power to heat & room. '

General Lee’s arny is 10 be paid off as soon as the
money for that purpose can be distributed.

The Richmond Emguirer of Monday, the 6th ioat.,
haa the following item : 1

Feorelgn Reeognition,

We learn that the evenipg editiom of tbe Baltimore
' Amarloan’’ of Friday was received in this city om yester-
day, which states that the Federal Goveroment been
netified that ita existencs will only be recognized, after
the 41k of Mareh, 8é far as its actual civil anthorfty ex-
tends, and that the separsie nationality of the Confegdesaty I

Piaten will be resognized spou the ssme priaciple.

| together abent Bine huvdred men.

The question takes in simply thg |

railroad map will show two points in upper Geor-|

BENATE.
Moxpay, Fab. 6, 1886.

A blll to ameud the charter of the Piadmont Raliread
(80 as 10 cause an extensie® of the guage of sald road fo a
width of fiye feet, to correspond with that of the Rieh-
moud and Danville Bailroad) being before the Benate, Mr.
Hall movod te amesnd by requiring the Piedmont Raliroad
Company o restore the present gonage within six months
af or the termination of the war, under penalty of a tor-
feiture of their sharter, which amendment was adopted,
ard the rules being rnspended by a vo'e of yeas 31, nays
11, tho bill, as amended, wss pnt upon its second and thjrd
readings and passed the same.

Bills to re-arrange the public offices in the capitol, and
to ircorporate the B'li Falla Toll Eridge | empany, and res-
olotions in favor of *ke Old Deminfon Tradicrg Corpany,
and the Btate Comuilssioners to Biehmond were passed

The salary and feed Lill was takem up apnd discussed,
and pendisg an ansouncement of the action of the Honse
on Benate smendments therete, tho Benate adjourned te 3

- .

AFTERNOON SESSION.

The considsration of the unfirished busfmess—being the
bill to antkdrize the remeval of Htate troops bevond the
fimits of the ®tale in certuin contingencics —was resumed, |
and =

Mr Dick proceedéd to address the Benate in contipua-
tion of his remarks on Saturday last on that suobject, defi-
ning h'a present poesition in reference to the porition of
affalrs. e waa, ke wogld say. emphatioally a prace man,
he spoke ! 'r peacs, he voted fcr penge, ko sc'ed at all
timea for the libertics of the peeople. The Senator from
Ceolumbas (Mr. Ellis) was for war, speakisg. veting ! -ting,
and to act for war, Continuing his remarhs at somic ivcglh,
str. D. olcsed by saging he fe red the Benste of North Ua-
rolina wonld not meet again, ior if meeting, be bat & frag-
montary sescmblage of the ono great commonwealth.

Mr. Hall said he cared rothing for the bill. There was
no Home Guard to be cfiacted by it—they had &'l been ex-
enipted by the General ‘Assembly, and in ail the State east
of the Blne Ridge the Acja'ant General sould only gather
For himself he wsg an
original seceasiouist, he believed himself right then, he ba-
lieved himself right sow. «(Applanse.) We were netcon-
quered yet. B :in had done mure than we. Prussia had
endwed every extremity, acd ahould we yield to the ad-
vereity they bad so unfiinebingly sund successfully opposed 7
On th{n question of whut they would do, he wished the
gentiment o! the Beaate of Morth Carolina. To obtaia
that sentiment, be would offer some resolutionsjthovgh he
had but small hopes o! their neeting accertanee, aud here-
with he read resolations, in eubstance, callicg on the Mili-
tary Commnittee te perfect anud report measares to anthor-
ize the sending of the Hum% Guards beyond the Btate, it
uecessary, to repeal Homs Guard exewpuons, to coosoli-
date the #lilitia and Howme Guoards, to reduce supernumera
ry oflicers, to organize thega tipops as Blate foices aod pat
lgem in camps of ipstructiou, and to coffer the Govern-
mept 20,000 negroes, 1¢ be ewployed 1u suy meoner it may
deera best. v e

Mr. Odom hoped tha bill would pass. He was in fuveur
of contimuiug the struggle and would send the Home
(uards te the moon if their pregencs there could subserve
the public delence. - To surrender uow was destruction,

Mr. Poul moved to postpone tLe furiber cousiderativn ef
the bill. Net agreed to, f’eag 17, nays 25.

Mr. Arendell moved to lay’it o the table. Not agreed to
yeas 17, nays Zo. .

Mr. Arecndell moved to posipoae the furtlsr considera-
tion till the third Tharsday in May next. Not ugreed to
yoas 17, nays 25.

Mr. Winstead moved the Bepate adjoara till to-maor-
row morning, at 7 o'clock. Not agreed to yeas 14,nays
28

Mr. Warren movad to insert ** lwenly five ™' in plico of
¢ thardy,”’ acd then moved to Iay the whole subjoet v 1 the
teblk. Not egreed to, yeas 27, nays 25.

Mr, Winstead moved to adjourn till to-night at ¢4 . 'clock.
Not agreed to, yeas 14, nays 17.

br. Kilis said a vote might be had If tho oppouculs of
the bill would extend to the friends thereof the same ceur-
tesy 'Lat had been shown them in postponing the comsid-
eration of the matter of their accommodation.

Mr. Pool preceeded to discass the bill, arguing against
its adoptiou st some langth.

Mr. Hall said he knew the position of the Benat- but Le
wished the couatry to know it, 'The minority hwed it -in
thelr power to make the majority seccumb, bat they woald
not suocamb till they hnd shown that whou a measnre
that wight assist the cause came up tor action, that minor-
ity had prevented its adoption. TLis bill might not be
worth much io itselt, Lut i! was & straw that would show
the way the wind blew, and let all Enow Nerth Caroclina
wounld strike one honeat blow bofcra ehe tell, if fallale
mpst. . ps

Mr. Warreo argned His Excellenoy the Governor, had no
righs to oarry :he Miiitis beyond the Biate, recapitniating
the positious takeu by bia in a 2peech of scme daym
wince. .

At the coro'msion of Mr. Warren’s remarks thie Senata,
at ¢ o'tlock, taok a recess to 7 p. m.

HOUSE OF COMMONS.

Er. Blair introduced a resolution proposing to send a
mensage to the Benate, askimg the eoncurreuce of that
body in the removal of the seal of seerecy from late Legis
lative preoceedingi, and to request the State Commission-
ers to prepara a report of their late mission to Richmond
for publication in the newspapers of the Btiate, whioh re-
golution was gubsequently withdrawn.

Mr. Dargan iutroduced a resolution in favor of Messrs.
Hall, Person, Pool and Carter, which, under a suspension
of the rules, passed its several readings. (Provides for re-
imblaui.ng expensed incurred in their late embassy to Rlch-
mend. .

Mr. Carter introduced a resolation proposing a messaga
be sent the Benate, asking the concurrence of that body
in & resvinding of the joiat order ol adjournment, 80 ag to

rovide for the re-assemblicg of the Legislature on the
ast Wedpesday in March next. In support of this resola-
tion Mr. C. proceeded to ssy that two qaestions of thed
—the resnlt of the commission to Washington and tha
movements of Bherman in the Bouth—imperatively de-
manded the presence and consideration of the General As-
sembly. Not to remain insession for the purpose of so
considering those matters would be, to be talse to every
reguirement of daty,

asr. Dargan moved the resolution be laid on the table,
and it was tabled by yeas 54, nays 35.

Mr. Cowles introduced a resolution requasting Hia Ex-
eellency, the Governor to procure the return to their owa.
ers of ocertain elaves held to labor on the fortificatione at
Wilmington, the tirm of gserviee atipulated for haviog ex-
pired several months ago. Agieed to.

Mr. Carter, on leave of the Heouse, introduced a resclu-
tiom to rescind 8o much of the joint order of adjournment
8a appoints Tuesday, February 7Tth, 1885, a day of adjourn-
ing the present session. Not agreed to, yeai28, nuys 63.

The bill to amend the Home Guard act being them uvder
oonsideratiqn.

Mr. Phiflips moved to am@d by exempting freca Home
Guard dety the muocicipal anthorities of all incorporated
towna in the ®tate. Not agreed to, yeas 13, nays 88.

Mr. Godger moved 0 awend by providing tnat po one
shall be exempted from Home Guarc{)duty in his own goun-
ty. Agreed to, yeas 52, nays 35.

The Bill was then discusssd, varionsly amended and pasa- |
ed its final reading.

Mr. Person iotrodooced the follewing :

WEEREAS, autLeutic intelligence bias been received from
Riehmond that our Commissioners, Messrs. Btephens,
Uampbell, and Hunter have returnsd from Fortress Mon-
rue, after having beld a couferduoe with Messra, Liocoln
and Beward ; and

WHEREAS, it appears that the only terms of peace which
have been offered by qpr enemics ara that the Mtates and
veop'e of this Coufederacy shall make an unoonditioual
submission to.the Coustitution aud Laws of the United
Siates, and

WuarEAS, this oftor was accompanied by an snoounge-
ment that the guestion of el.very had already been dis-
poeed of by amendmenta to the Constitution jast passed in
the Federal Copgress by which slavery has been abolished,
therafors,

Regolved, That the acceptance of such ofler s tanta-
.mount to subjogatidon ; that thede terms are incompatiblo
with the dignity, henour, and salety of our people, and
that there is left but ope alternative to us—and that is te
maiotain the contlict with the invader till our independ-
ence is secured; and that all the energies of Gouvernment
aad people ouht tc be pat in force in order to make gur.
defence successfal.

Messrs. Pnil'ips and Heonry deprecated hasty sction in
this matter and proposed waiiing till the report of the Com-
missione:s should have settied the astheaticity of this tele-
graphic Iaformrtion. .

Mr. Grissom moved the preambles and resolution be re-
ferred to the Committee on Confederate Relaticns, bat
pendivg any action on the metion, the House adjourned
sl 3 p. m.

AFTERNOON BESBION.
The bill to declare contracts hereafter made, doring the
continuance of the war, nnless otherwise expressed, pay-
able in currency, psussed its third reading, yeas 58, nays

1s.

A number of engroased billa and resolatlons were re-
eeived from the Senate, and, on motion of Mr. Dargan, the
House adjourned till 7 &. m., to-morrow.

Tur SzNate Vore.—TM Benate baving removed
secrecy 'rom its journal, we now give the vote of Bemn—

“ators oa the important bill creating a General-in-chief
and the joint resolution for the reinstatement of Gener
al Joseph E. Johnston : .

Ayes—Mesars, Baker, Brown, Bornett, Caperton, Dorteh,
Garland, Graeam, Haynes, Henry, Hunter, Waldo P. John-
ston, Maxwell, Oldham, Bemmes, Bmima, Bparrow, Vest,
Walker, Watson, Wigfall %0, -

Noes—Messrs. Barnwell and Hill-2,

VY ote on*the resolation reguesting the President to
reipstate General Johnston :
Ayes—Messrs. Brown, Burnett, Caperton, Dortch; Gar-

lasd, Graham, Haynes, Benry, Hunter, Waldo P. John-
ston, Oldham, Bimms, Vest, Walker, Watson, Wigfall—

" Boes—-Mesnrs. Barnwell, Hill, Maxwell, Bparrow, |
Semmes—5.

¢« What are you going to give me for a Christmas pre-
sent,’”’ saked s gay damsel of her lover. *I have nothing
to give bat my humble self,’” waa iks reply. ‘‘The smaill-
eat invors gratefally received,” was the merry response

e e e e

GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF NORTIH CAROLINA, ]

. THURSDAY MOR

' TELEGRAPHIC

Hepwrts of the Press Assoclation.

Eotered mccording to the Agtef Congreas, in the goar 1883,
- tyJ.B, Taxasaes, in the~Clork’s Office oft he District
Court of the Confederate States for the Nartharn Distric
of Georgia. !
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BECRETARY BEDDON’S RESIGNATION.
RioExoxD, Feb. 8th, 1865,
The cerrespondees’ between the Presidert and Mr.
fSeddon is publiched id the Sentinel thia morning, showing
thst the Iatter resigned his peeition as Becretary of War
o sonsequercs of a resolution adopied by the ergl?lln
delegation in Congress advising logislation in the Cabinet,
by relisving all the present heads. Mr. Beddon says that
after such an expression of opimion he could no losger fill
the position with a fall messure of usefulnges to the Presi-
dant or Confedsracy.
The President, im reply, expressed his warm personal
regard and offi2ial confidence in Mr. Beddon, and discasses
&t considerable length the relations brtween the exeeative
and legisiative departments of the ‘government. He rep-
resents the proposition as one of the rights and privileges
ef the Confederate Congress, In centraat *ilh the British
Parliament,
Mr. Seddon, in reply, expresses his concurrence in the
views presented by the Preaident, but adheres to bis
purpose to resign.

-

FROM THE UNITED BTATES, -NORITHEKN REPORILA
OF THE PEACE COMMIBSION.
RiooxMond, Fe* Bih, 1866.

New York papers of the 6th inst. contain voluminous
telegrams from Waehington relative to the result of the
confersres at Fortress Monroe.

A spee:n) dispatch to the Times eays that Lineols inform-
ed the Commissioze's ot every point that recogmition was
atterly out of the question, and that the United Btates
conld stop the war ouly on the aondition aud precedant
that the authority of the natiousl government ghounld be
recogpized snd cbeyed over the whole territory of the
United Btates.  This point conceded, he sssured them that
upon every other matter of differe ¢e thay would be troat-
ed with the utmost liberality.

Avother telegram says that Mr. Bteplens was Lhe most
liberal of the rebel deputation. His theory was that if we
would but treat with them a8 an indeperdent nation that
soch an agreement could be bad as would practicaliy
unite the North and Houth.

A speoial dispatoh to the Tribuoo says that Bteplons sur-
passed all kis old exhibitious of shrewdness, force and
tact, in pultivg the demands of the Confederacy. [lo the
midst of them, at the conclusion of oue of his points, Lin-
coln swung forwaid and interrapted him, saylug, that 1e-
miads me of the story of a man in Illinois. The commis.
sioners instantly jomped up iu a roar of merriment.] After
the story was through, Btephens resumed and pursued to
the end bis stateraent of the terms on which he thought
the rebels woulc be willing to stop the war. He proposed
and urged his crafty scheme of temporary reognition, but
on recogniticn absolutely apd temporarily the ilires com-
missloners stoc d like rocks.

The result of the conference is a urion of all parties ina
vigorous progecuntica of the war. Fernapdo Wood took
the war path on Baturday, Mr. Cox, and other democrats,
take it to-morrow. ’

Gold opened in New York on Monday at 214.

Foster has been supercedid by Gilmore in tye command
of the Dopartment of the Bouth. ’

The West Virginia Legisla‘are has passcd a bill abolish-
ing slavery.

CUNFEDEQATE CONGRERS.
Iieaxonn, Feb. 8th, 1865.
In the Hortre; the Senate reselution of thanks to Captain
Semoes was apanimously eoncurred in. The bill for the
employment of free negroes and slaves wes referred to a
ecmmpittoe of conference. The tax bill, with the substi-
totes thereto, hervtofore tfunugderod in mecret nesnion‘ was
fartiier discossed in vommittee of the whole nuntil the hour
of adjournment. :
Notbing importaut was done in the Eenats,

FROM RICHMOND,

RBicaMoxD, Feb. 8th, 1866,
An offlsls} dispatch from Gen. lee ¢ays that the enemy
made mo advanee froin their position at Hatcher's Runp yes-
terday ; his skirmishers, however, were puahed forward
agalnst some pointa of our lines but made no attack.

-

FHROM PETERSBURY,.
PETERSBURG, Vai., Feb, Ath, 1868,

No figkting cceurred 10-day, ard quiet once mere reign-
ed. The eremy still maintains hie porition at Hatcher's
Run, ned his licres Lave thereby besn ¢xtended but not ad-
vanoed.

Gen . Boirel was wenpded inthe Junge, but it is not con-
sidered mortal. Cel. Heu-ton, of Virg'nia, was killed in
the fight on Morday.

Our loss will not reach five hundred. The enemy’s Joes
s estimated at treble that number, The dead have all been
buried and the wourded brought from the fleld.

The caemy are erecting vbservatories on our right.

Lhe heavy eanuouading yesterday afternoen was caused
by ocur artillsry shelling the enemy’s lines. Both sides
were engaged to day in atrergthening their new lines. .

THE YANKEE MOYE ON BRANCHVIILLE.

(HARLESTON, Feun. 8th, 1885,
A dmpatch from #en. Wheeler, dated Holme's Bridge,
Fab. Tth, B.20, says : My pickets pear Ylackviile this morn-
ing were eharged by three Lrigades of eavalry, which
drove them Dbeyorud the village. Dibbrell’s Tenuessee
brigade being in that vicivity, met sud charged the enemy,
driving them back into the village.

A dispatch from Branchvilie this morning says- that the
enemy have made their appearance slong the Boutk Carg-
lina Raflroad beyond the. Edisto. They burned a nouze
within one mile and a bLslf f the railroad bridge ab: ot
sevel o'elock yesterday evening. Our troops were wh
drawn to this side of the rairoad bridge, and the bridge
barned.

Gen. Winder died snddenly ou Monday cvcming of apo-
plex;.

CONFEDERATE CONGRESS,
RigeMoxp, Feb, Oth, 1885,

The Benate adjourved to-day immediately after the jonr-
nal was read, T
In the House the Senate bill authorizing tke appoint-
ment of a Commiszary General, with the rank of, Brigadier
General, was passed. During tbe consideration of the bill,
Mr. Baldwin remarked that ss chairman of the sommittes
recently engaged la searching imvcstigations, he and the
whole commiiutes arrived at the conclusion that the pre-
gsent Uommissary General bad conducted the business of
his office wilh & degroe of system, energy and forecast €x-
hibited by few oHicers «f the government.

Mr. Bilos said that if Mr. Northrop eould not command
pucoesd, which was an iodispensable qualification at this
time, he should give way to some more fortunate person.

The tax bil waa further considered. Pending a motion
to strike out one hausdred per cent. additioaal to the pre-
sent tax, a substitate of oune per ceni. was rejectsd by a
large msjority. :

WAR MEETING IN RICHMOND.
. Bicaxonp, Feb, 9th, 1565, .

A great war meetisg was held at the African Churcir to-
day. The bullding was crowded an hour before the time
fized for the meeting, and thousaeds were una ble to galn
admittance. The a=sembiage was addressel in stirring
speeches by Beuator Hunter, Bheffay, speake: of the House
of Belegates, Beorotary Benjamin, aad Gilmer of North
Oarolina, aud then adjourned until seven o’olock.

An imprompter meeting was held at two o’olock, in the
hall of the House of Delogates, and addressed by
Goode, Funstera and Baldwin of the Virginia delegation in
Congresa. -The deportment of the people indicated their
fall accepiance of the continuation of the war ferced ipon
them by the refusa! of Lincola to negotiate for peace.

The following resojations were submitted by Mr. Bhef-
fey, and heartily applanded :

Resolved, That events which have oceurred during the
prog reea ot the war havs but confirmed our origioai deter-
mination to strike for oor independence, and that with the
blessing of God we will never Jay down our arms until it
shall have beon won, .

Rssolved, secondly, That as we believe our resenroen

of the lady.

suflicient for the purpose, we Cjo not denbi bul that we
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we hereby invoke the people, in the name of the holiest
of all canses, to spare necither bleod nor tressuro in its |
maiotainance and support. '

Hesolved, thirdly, That we tender our thanks to our sol-
diers in the fleld for thefir nokle efforts in behalf of the
ccaptry, its righis, and its liberties, and take this Gcoasion
t0 azsure them that no effort of eurs shall be spared to as-
siat them in maintainiog the great csuseto whiok we here-
by devote curselves and cur .1l '

FROM BOUTH CAKOLINA. '
. CEARLESTON, Fob. Oth, 1865.

A dispatch from Orangeburg to-day, says that the enemy
are iu front of the Edisto line, nea: New Bridge to Dancan
Bridge. The main torce is said to be near the railzoad.—
Bkirmishing is guisg on to-day at Bennaker’s bridge. Qur
troops are guarding the railroad bridge.

The enemy show mo disposition to force a croasing.

A dispatch from Geoneral Wheeler dated, 8 P. M., the
8th inst., says that & large column of the encmy's infantry
struck the railroad at Graham’s, and that amother column
was moviog'to strike between Graham’'s and Blackville.—
Kilpatrick is st Blackville, with three brigades.

PORTER'S REPORT OF THE EVAOUATION OF
CASWELL AND OTHER WORKS NEAR WIL-
MINGTON, :

Admiral Porter, in hig usual style—not a very dig-
nified one—sends the<“Washington Naval Department
om acecunt of the evacuation of the forts on Oape Fear
Rwe_r after the fall of Fort Iisher. There wers, ac-
cording to his account, eighty-three guns found ig them.
Ip his réport he says :

We have found bere, in each fort, an Armatrong gun,
witl the “broad srrow” on it, and the nawe “Sir Wil-
liam Armstroog’ marked in full on the trunions. As
the British Government claims the exclusive right to
use these guns, it woald be interesting to know how

shall conduet the war successfully amd te that issue, and

TERMRE OF ADVE -
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1 square, of 10 lines or less, for escvh and every inser
tion, $5.

Bpecial Nutices will ba charged #7 60 per aquare!
and every insertion.
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All Obitusries snd private pnblications of overy charne
ter, are charged as advertisements.

M"No advertissment, reflecting apon private e racter
can, Mder iwy grrorusTANcEs, be admitted,
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) MALFEAQANCE 17 OFPICE,

It is the duty of Qllizmg whon am instance of mal
versation in office cOmEs vuigr their observation. f
make report of the cffence Lo \h auperior anthorktios.
It is & duty which they owe to themiaipes and to theit
country, acd which they may not omit withont jnatly
incurring cevsure. The public intei:s!s are wyglyed-
nay, in a time like thig, the publie aafely is at siake
and & patriot has no proper election as Lo the o '
will pursue,

This duaty of the ecitizen involvey & corresponding
duty on the part ot the officer to whom offaness are to
be ceported. It the one must inform, the other musat
listen. If ope must indicate the existence of ma'prac
tice, the otker must promptly investigate and pnnish,

_ Nor is the daty. of either the citie-n or the supervi
sing authority, by any meaus, coufined te such cases oi
offence as are capaule of being presented in the form of
an exact accusation, supported by full and tochuical
proof.  To lay down such a rale would be to graot im-
pupity to the great majority of criminals. The pur
pose of an informatien is to institute and direct inqui
ry ; and its just responsibilities are fully met, if it show
probable cause. The magistrate commits for trial on o
reasonable suspicion. I'be grand jury orders a man to
stand, even for his life, on ex parfe teatimony. i
only by an authoritative investigation, thet the ¢ Jene
which unfolds the truth, can usually be discovere. ; and
this investigation it is the province of Goveroments
undertake and to conduct on ite own responsibility
If no trial were ever ordered until abso'nic proot ot
guilt were first prodiced, aud by some volunteer pros
cutor, the courts wigh' almost as wou b
public justice dec ared at au end

These principles seem obviously just ; but they
not understoed to be so eoreeded in praction, in some
of the departments of Government. Some of the ofli-
cers whe are charged with the oversight of subordi-
vates, do pot take hinte or ordinary information from
citizens, a8 guides to their own obgervations and in-
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they came into forts held by the Southern rebels. I find
that immenze quantities of provisions, stores and cloth-
iog have come through this port into rebeldom. I am |
almost afraid to mention the amount, bat it is ¢cnough |
to aupply over sixty thousand men. It is all English, |
and they have received the last cargo ; no more will
ever come this way. .

We picked up a telegram from General Leo to his |
subordinates here, saying 4bat if Forts Fisher and Cae-
wsll were not held he would have to evacuate Rich- |
mond. He says mest truly, and 1 should not be at all |
surprised if he left it at any moment. J

We have plenty of force to bold this place against |
the whole Southern Confederacy. I bave two hundred |
and fifty guns bearing on the narrow strip of land
where our troopg are heavily intreached. There are
vessels in the river and outside, and we only hope they
will attempt to retake it.

Ten thodsand men in Fort Fisher, with the guns ol
the squadron, would hold this place a long time.

We find this a better place to catch blockade run-
pere than outside. I bad the blookade runners’ light
out last night, and was obliging enough to answer"their
gignals, whetber riglt or wrong we do not koow. Two
of them| the Stagg and Charlotte, from Bermuda, load-
ed with arms, blankets, shoes, ete., came in and quiet-
ly anchored near the Malvern, and were taken pos-
scesion of:

The Stagg was commanded by Rich'd L. Gayle, a
[.ieutenant ia the rebel navy, and belonging to the re-
bel Government. A number more are expected, and
we will, I hope, catch a portion of them, entrusted
this dgty to Lieutenant Cushing, who performed it
with his ugual good luck and intelligence. These two
are very fast vesscls and valuable prizes. They fhrew |
o portion of their papers overboard immediately on |
finding they were trappead.

I encicae a list of inns captured by the navy siucs
the sarrender of Fort Fisher, and the names of the dif
ferent works. This number, added to those taken
around Fisber, makes one bundred and sixty eight
gu;na in all, most of them heavy ones,that bave been
taken.

I encloes a few papers that may be fa‘tercating. The
Charlotte brings five English passengers ope ol them
an Jipglish army officer. They all came over, aa they
expressed it, ‘‘on a lark,”’ and were making themselves
quite ¢ jolly” in the cabip, over their champagne, fe-
licitating themselves on their arrival. The Stag re-
ceived three shots in her as she ran by our blockading
gquadron, ‘

Very respectfully,
Your obedient servant,
DAYID D. PORTER,
Rear Admiral.

(Bigued)

From the Mobile Begister.
The Dissaster in Tennesses,

‘A letter has been shown us from a gentleman bolding |
a position in the Army of Tenuessee which enawles him |
to “speak the card,” which letter corroborates, in the
main ponits, the unvarying account of the cause of the
Tennessee disaster. We copy euch portions as relaje
to this gubjeet : ‘

*‘We shall never have again so good an opportanity
to redeem tbat fairest portion of the Confederacy ; and
it was causelessly and cowardly thrown away. The
¢nemy bad retreated rapidly before us after we croased
the river, until they reached Uoglumbia, where they
scemed disposed to make a stand on the north side of
Duck river. .

“(en. Hood crossed about five miles above Colum-
bia with two corps, leaving Lee's in front of the enemy,
and had, by a rapid march, got almost in their rear, at
Spring Hull, befere they discovered his movement.—
They then commenced a precipitate flight, and the head
ot their trains was. passiog, when we camein sight of
Spring Hill, about 4 o'clock ». . (General Cheatham,
in advanee, was ordered to attack immediately, as was
Stewart when he came up. Both, however, from varl-
ous frivolous excuses, failed to do so, and lay within |
balf a mile of a rond and allowed a Yankee army and |
its traip to pass unmolested all pight !

“The next day was fought the bloody battle of Frank- |
lin, where we tried to drive the Yankees from a posi- |
tioneas stronz a8 the ope they bad at Gettysburg. It
was a terrible and senscless loss of life, for they wouid
have evacuted the place anyhow. But the grand finale
was the scene before Nashville, and a more disgracelul
one I uever heheld. We had a very stroog [ine, beavily
intrenched, and the men perfectly secure behiod their |
breasiworks. The enemy had made tour or five assaults
during the day, and had been easily repulsed all along
the line, when, at about balf past 3 I’. M., they made
an attack apon our left center, held by Bate's divis-
ion. Without wuiting for the assault, and offering but |
the slightest resistance, this divigion, bad already dis-
graced itself a few daye before, at Murfreesboro, was
seised with & causeless panic, which soon communics- |
ted itseli to the whole line, and in ten minutes the ar- |
my was oue wild mass of fugutives. . f,

“Could the enemy but bave known our condition and |
pursued vigorously, not one of us weuld Lave escaped, |
for there wna not even an organized ragiment for
twenty-four bours alterwerds to offer resistauce. 1 am
heartily sick and diggusted with thif army ; vot that
the material is not good enougb, but of all inisera-
ble, inefficient, good-for-nothing oficers the wor'd ever
saw, the meauest are right herm If there 8 not a
reorgacizelion, from lieutenants up 10 ¢orps cOmMman-
ders, nothing peed be expected from il

——

guch an alternative upon a citizen ; and

ders, even to-sach as excite the most o

vestigations. They require a responsible allegation
and formal proof a3 the foandatiou of an iuquiry.-
They have been led to adopt this rederve probuably
covsequence of the great number of complaints dae U
ignorance or querulpusness, or originating in persouul
feeling. These they may always expect ; but these
are pot suflicient to justity tbem in repulsing the ap-
proaches of eil eitizens iovdiscriminately. 'hey
should, on the contrary, keep an open door for honest
and well mearing men, and receive with manifes~
tations of thankfulness the  commuaications
which theéy may mako the good of 1t
anblic service. An  ikvestigation which 1k

overnment may conduet without inconvenicuce, is of-
ten ma'ter of personal fend, perhaps dendly quareel, il
avowedly based on a private accosction. lodividunle
will sbrink from occupyiog such a pos {rom
timidity, at least from that preferevce for (niet which
most men feel. Kspeg will they do this when they
are not personally possessed of prool adeguate to the
full establishment of their opiniosa. Officers who placc
obatacles in the way of receiving intormation s to the
malversation of their subordioates, witl fiud indeed that
they escape the annoyauce ot frivelona cowmplaints, but
they will succeed also in giving license to the nuworthy
to do pretty much as the list.

Such impunity must operats very disadvantageonsly
in & community circumstanced ns 17 ours.,  An jufinity
number of public agents are ecaticred over the country
maoy of themw catruated wilh the most delicale duties,
where the observetion of saperiors ig imposgible, and
where in copste of the dilliculty of delectiag ir-
regularities, therc cnn be bul littic regpoansibilily. 1o
such cases, the publip eye and car, must ba the princi-
Ral witnesses and detecdver. ‘I'he obeervations of the
gitizens ought to be cam lully invited, and their state-
ments respectfully I'stened to and dualy weighed. They
must not be told to be eilent unlean they eball chooso t
volunteer as positive accuser and formal prorecutor, and
thus give to a public matter the aspect and choracter of
a private altercation. An cfficer has no right to thrust

for
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we bave said, to secure licenec and lmpunity "
Riciimom
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LATE NORTHRELIN ITHmMY,

¥rom late liles of Noribern paper: w
lowing extracts:

GEN. WHITING AMON(

A Yankee correspondcnt wriling [
er, has the following :

(General Whiting and Cel. Lamb, the officers in com
mand of Fisher, were evidently selected for their tenaci
ty and courage. ‘They ere both wonnded, the Geoeral
only SEl'iO'l]S|Y wonnded, snd Lamb also s verelp in .‘Hil,
with a paralysis of the lower exiecmitica,  He is repre
gedted by his moen as someéthiog of a lion. During the,
preparatory cannonading, bis men say that he mouated
one of the traverses and waved his sword fn dilinuce at
our men of war. At the same ingtant strock
the other cfficer, and took of his head. Lamb stooped,
and takiog off the tallen officer’s sword, and waving—
both high in the air, cried out, “Cowme on, you ¥ ankeo
gons of b—g!” 'T'hia exhibition of adoleacent rore is
told to show the ccurage of the colonel.

Io conversation with one %of the medical _
General Whiticg romarked that if he had had the eon
trol we should not aave been permilted to throw up in-
trenchments acroei the peninsula. Wheo be gaw wo
were allowed to intrench he regarded the copture of the
fort only a question of time. *“ I dou't see what they
were about,” he said, referring 10 th :ﬁ,.- ol
[hgg Had my gﬂﬁﬂ not been digmoun yon wo tid
pot bave taken the works. * But we came here o take
it,” eaid the doctor, “ and should bhaw any
way, sooner or later. In seven houra we of
intrenchments acroes which would have to
defy the whole of Gen. Lee's army

(Fen. Whiting, it is said, -~
he saw the first flag nnfurled on the second traverse
the fort, eond men, attempt ] tc
away the guidon {rom the hand of the Liai
At tliat instant wou
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Aip axp Cos The mcre 1oy
which has caused some papers 1o drift in
channel of abuse of our Confederals anthogit]
bringing forth its legitimute froit in tee shape of co
fort to the eénemy. I1ow cnuid they but be gr ;-.r,-...i at
the record some journals ar¢ pleased to make of cfluirg
as they exist bere in the Confederacy. 1 papers o
sist in their abuse of Pregident Davis' Administration
snd eontinue to assert that the country 15 ghding slong
the “sloping descent to perdition,” "¢ may o peek
nothiog more than fo see a growth of conlidence in th
North, and a rapid revival of the war spicit,

These vapory effugions of inconzideratescrinblers are
being bailed at the North as evideaces of disraption
among us, and already they are believing out
cause ia weakening, and that a little jacrease of coergy
on their part will throw the scale inevitably in their
favor.—— Augusta Regisler,

ol aud dead,
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(dgy. BEavnEaARD'Ss Opiyios.—General Deaurd
gard, in private conversation, says ope of the isin
causes of the defeat of our army at Nashville was the
want of bayonets. The hayooul i gomething on whigh
a soldier oan tely with confidence, and which in turn
infuses con/idence in Lhe soldier.

Nagaav Nrwe,—Weecrs.—The Federal cruise-
$an Jacinto got ashore at No Name Cay, Abaco, on
the night of the 31st December, and was fotally wreck-
ed. 'I'he crew were all taken off by the wreckers and
safely landed at Green Turtle Cay.

*On the 2ame night acd at the same place the brigan-
tine Princess [Zoyal, from Bermuda, bound to this

t, was aizo wrecked. The vessel is totally losi.—
Part of the cargo, it is boped, will be saved by the
Wreckers. -

Navar.—II. M, 20 gun screw corvette Wolverine,
(Captain Algernon T. R. de Horsey) from Halifax
with special dispatches, arrived io port on the 3rd
January. She left the afterneon of the next day for
Vera Crur. :

ANCTHER. YIOLATION OF OUR NEUTRAL'TY Laws.
— We are inforimed on unguestionable a.::at.hc:ritf3 that.
the steam ship Syren hss been chased into the Booby
Rocks by & Federal gunboat. Why our commerce is
to be intercepted by Federal cruisers being allowed to

anewered by our Government.

ware
h Balama Herald, 4ih January.

lay at anchor at our Cays is a question that it is time

The (Genera! also stated (says the * Constitutional-
ist ™) ¢ that it was impoegibie to bave an cfficient army
—ope with which anything ceuld be dono—unless the
troops are well clothed, well shod apd well fed.”

‘ Many years of service—brilliant and fraught wiill
| hoaors—-{mve taught this distinguisbed officer what are
the eauses which give morale 10 an army.

S - e ——— ———

A table of distances of intereat just now :

From Branchville to Charleston, sixty-miles.

From Branchryille to Kingaville, forty-five miles.

From Branmchivilly to Florence, omne Liondsod Aod ¢
milea. _ .

From Branchville to Colambia, sfxty eight miles,

From Braoehvllie to Auguata, seventy-liro mi'es.

From Braachville to Wi ‘mingtou, two Landred and alz
teen nmiles.

From Branchrille to Charlotte, one hundred and seven-
ty-four miles.

Frem OCharleaton to Floreoce, 000
miles.

From Wilmiagton to Florenca, ona nandcd
miles.

ght

hanrdred and two
r

]
3

and seven .
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CorrEl CAxss.—Take some rice that hes been bolled
soft, twice as much flour as rice, a little fine Indian meal,
and o little yeast. Mix it with water. and let Tt rlse over
might; this will opko a Sue Riscult for breakfaat,




